Long Story Short

Episode #2: The Promise
Genesis 3-22

The Problem
When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard the LORD God walking about in the garden.
So they hid from the LORD God among the trees. Then the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” He replied,
“I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I was n
 aked.” (Genesis 3:9–10, NLT)
God is bigger than big - it is sin that makes God small in our lives.
God is closer than close - it is sin that makes God seem distant in our lives.

The Promise
The Covenant of the Promise
The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land
that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a
blessing t o others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families
on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:1–3, NLT)
Let God determine the boundaries and direction of your life;
And you will know God like you have never known him before
And you will be used by God like you have never been used before.
The People of the Promise
So Abram departed a
 s the LORD had instructed… (Genesis 12:4, NLT)
God's invitation is based on his purposes, not our perfection.
The Testing of the promise.
1) The Location Test: Where?
The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and g
 o to the land
that I will show you.” (Genesis 12:1, NLT)
If you trust God even when you don’t know where He is taking you, He will take you places you never
knew.
2) The Timing Test: When?
Some time later, the L ORD spoke to Abram in a vision and said to him, “Do not be afraid, Abram, for I will protect you,
and your reward will be great.” But Abram replied, “O Sovereign LORD, what good are all your blessings when I
don’t even have a son?” (Genesis 15:1–2, NLT)
If you can trust God even when you have to wait for the big reveal, God will reveal even bigger things as
you wait.
3) The Process Test: How?
Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh? Why did she say, ‘Can an old woman like me have a baby?’ Is
anything too hard for the LORD?  I will return about this time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” (Genesis
18:13–14, NLT)

If you trust God even when you can’t see how His plan will be accomplished, He will plan things you could
never accomplish.
4) The Purpose Test: Why?
Some time later, God tested Abraham’s faith. “Abraham!” God called. “Yes,” he replied. “Here I am.” “Take your son,
your only son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so much—and go to the land of Moriah. Go and sacrifice him as a
burnt offering on one of the mountains, which I will show you.” (Genesis 22:1–2, NLT)
The angel said, “Don’t kill your son or hurt him in any way. Now I can see that you trust God and that you have not
kept your son, your only son, from me.” (Genesis 22:12, NCV)
God’s promise is based on His purposes and not our perfection;
so, our response requires a step of courage, not of certainty.

